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1. Scope 
The scope of this dataset includes all persons who were traumatically fatally injured on a farm 
across Australia.  

2. Exclusions 
Deaths which do not occur on a farm 
Deaths that take place in locations other than a farm, including transport area and 
recreational areas outside of agricultural properties are excluded from this dataset. These 
deaths are not associated with farm-related activities, environments, or incidents. 

Deaths due to natural causes 
Death due to natural causes refers to a death that results from old age or a medical condition 
or disease. The National Coronial Information System (NCIS), codes a death as natural 
causes when the person did not die from external causes. External cause death is any death 
resulting directly or indirectly from environmental events or circumstances (WHO, 1992). 

Deaths due to persons undertaking criminal activity 
Person fatally injured while undertaking criminal activities are exclude from this dataset.  

Intentional deaths 
Deaths resulting from self-harm are excluded from this dataset.  

3. Definitions 
Farm Fatality 
Farm fatalities are defined as those unintentional injuries occurring to farmers and people 
working in agricultural production, as well as to those in the farm workplace such as bystanders 
to work being undertaken and/or farm residents/visitors in the course of leisure but harmed by 
hazards used in farm production. Cases occurring in residential premises are excluded. 

Worker 
All identified cases of persons who died from injuries sustained while they were working are 
included.  

The number of worker fatalities is considered reliable. However, some fatalities, particularly 
those related to family members who work on farm but don’t get paid, may be missed due to a 
lack of information available to establish the connection to work activity or exposures. For 
example, the information in the NCIS relies heavily on information collected by the police, and 
the police report may not include sufficient information to identify whether or not the deceased 
was working at the time of the incident. 

Bystander 
A bystander to work fatality refers to the death of an individual who is not directly involved in the 
work activity or task but is incidentally present at or near the worksite and is fatally affected by a 
work-related incident. This may include visitors, or individuals in the surrounding environment 
who are unintentionally harmed as a result of workplace hazards or activities. 
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4. Data process and sources 

 

Preliminary fatalities dataset (Rural Media Farm Injury Dashboard - FID) 
Identification of cases from NCIS for analyses, involves two inter-related processes. Firstly, a 
commercial media tracking organisation (Meltwater) is used to scan approximately 2,500 daily, 
weekly and monthly publications Australia wide. Publications are scanned for various 
designated search terms (e.g. “farm*”, “agric*”, “growers”, “producers”, “horticulture”). Where 
a potential on-farm case is identified, the corresponding NCIS case file number is obtained for 
this ‘open’ case. However, there is potential for cases to have been missed using this strategy, 
as not all cases are reported in the media.  
 
Finalising the FID  
As the preliminary data is based on initial information reported in the media, the counts often 
underestimate the actual number of on-farm fatalities. Consequently, the second approach to 
identifying cases of relevance relies on keyword searches of the NCIS (farm* OR agric*) for each 
year.  

Source: National Coronial Information System 
NCIS is a national repository containing data on deaths reported to a coroner in Australia (since 
2000) and New Zealand. The data source contains demographic information about the 
deceased, contextual details on the circumstances of the death, and searchable reports 
including the coronial finding, autopsy and toxicology report, and police notification of death 
report, where available. Not all deaths are contained in the NCIS. The collection contains data 
on reportable deaths only. 

5. Coding 
The available NCIS data for farm cases are coded using the Farm Injury Coding Framework, with 
fatalities including both work and non-work related activities included. Each case is coded in 
relation to demographics, role in event (e.g. operator, bystander, passenger), work relatedness, 
relevant causal agents of injury (dams, tractors, grain augers, quads etc.), mechanism of injury, 
toxicological results (alcohol/drugs) and other context specific information as applicable such 
as helmet usage, loads and rollover/runover. 
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