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D
oes your rural property 
have a safe play area?

D
oes your rural property
have a safe play area?
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For further inform

ation on child safety and a detailed
inform

ation pack on establishing Safe Play A
reas on

Farm
s is available from

 Farm
safe A

ustralia.

Phone, post, em
ail or fax back your details below

 &
 w

e w
ill

send you a free resource pack.

C
hild Safety on Farm

s Program
Fa

rm
sa

fe A
u
stra

lia
PO

Box 256 
M

oree N
SW

 2400
Ph: (02) 6752 8218
Fax: (02) 6752 6639
W

eb: w
w

w
.farm

safe.org.au
em

ail: info@
farm

safe.org.au

Please forw
ard m

e a free copy of the Safe Play A
reas on

Farm
s Resource Kit

N
am

e

M
ailing A

ddress
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A
 safe play area, such as a securely fenced house yard, is

ideally:

•
Located w

here children 
can be easily observed 
(eg. a verandah, kitchen).

•
C

om
pletely surrounded by an

effective fence w
ith a suitable

gate.

•
Free of m

ovable structures w
hich

can be stacked to clim
b over the

fence.

•
Include safe and interesting play
activities such as sand pits,
sw

ings, cubby’s etc.

•
Exclude drow

ning hazards,
vehicles, m

achinery, w
ork sheds

and chem
icals.

F
e
n
ce

 stru
ctu

re
The optim

al standard for child resistant fencing as defined
in A

S 1926.1 - 2007 (sw
im

m
ing pool fencing). This m

ay
not alw

ays be possible, but factors to consider are:

•
H

eight: A
t least 1.2m

 or higher
is advised.

•
Structure: G

round clearance 
< 100 m

m
; horizontal support

rails < 10m
m

 w
ide or on outer

side to prevent foot-holdings.

•
M

aterials: Solid panel or
vertical rails w

ith clear space
<100m

m
 are preferable;

how
ever, chain m

esh or w
ire

netting can be m
ade secure by

adding height, sm
aller gauge.

•
G

ates: Self-closing gates and
child resistant latches out of
reach of children.
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It only takes a sim
ple distraction, a sm

all lapse in
supervision - and a child can be in serious danger on a
farm

. A
 securely fenced safe play area, can m

ake the
difference betw

een life and death for a sm
all child.

1
. Th

e h
a
za

rd
s:

M
any children are seriously or fatally injured in

A
ustralian farm

s each year. M
ajor hazards include

dam
s, farm

 vehicles and m
achinery, horses

and farm
 m

otorcycles.

2
. Th

e risk
:

C
hildren on farm

s are at higher risk of injury due
to their frequent exposure to m

ajor natural and
farm

 w
orkplace hazards.

Sm
all children are m

obile and ready to explore
the farm

, but this is not m
atched by an equal

sense of danger. They can not yet identify or 
respond to unsafe situations.

C
hildren do not alw

ays understand, apply, or 
rem

em
ber rules, especially w

hen distracted by play.
These are norm

al features of child developm
ent.

3
. Th

e so
lu

tio
n
s:

A
 securely fenced safe play area provides an 

effective barrier to sm
all children gaining access to

farm
 hazards on their ow

n.

Based on research into the effectiveness of different safety
strategies, Farm

safe A
ustralia recom

m
ends that:
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’, su
p
p
o
rted

 b
y
 fa

m
ily

 ru
les

a
n
d
 su

p
ervisio

n
, is th

e m
o
st effective w

a
y
 to

p
reven

t serio
u
s in

ju
ry

 a
n
d
 d

ea
th

 to
 sm

a
ll

ch
ild

ren
 o

n
 ru

ra
l p

ro
p
erties. 
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